Research Project Questionnaire:  

The Information Seeking Phases of Genealogists

Invitation to prospective participants:  

Please would you take part in my research project to learn more about the information gathering activities of family historians / genealogists? The research forms part of my masters degree in Information Management from Sheffield University.

Please read this information sheet before you decide whether to take part and feel free to ask me for any additional information to help you make your decision - participation is entirely voluntary.  Thanks very much for your time.

What is the purpose of the research?

The aim of the project is to better understand how family historians / genealogists go about seeking and accessing information when building their family trees and pedigrees, in particular to learn about the different phases they go through as their research progresses, and how their activities and the resources used vary from phase to phase.

Why are you asking for my help?

I'm seeking information from active family history researchers / genealogists, some of whom are members of family history groups.  Participation is entirely voluntary.

What exactly do I need to do?  

If you're happy to participate, then please email me to say so.  I will then email you a questionnaire as a Word document attachment.  You save the document (temporarily) on your machine, answer the questions, re-attach completed questionnaire to an email and send it back to me.  The questionnaire should take about 15-20 minutes.

The questionnaire lists a number of resources, most of which (possibly all) will be familiar to you from your family research.  Against each resource that you use, or have used, I'm asking you to provide two pieces of information:  

(a) frequency of use (high / medium / low)

(b) effectiveness (very good / good / average / bad / very bad)

What will happen to my information?

All information provided will be collected and used anonymously, only for the purposes of the research project.

The results of the project will be available from the University of Sheffield upon completion.  I will aim to send a copy of the final report to any participant who particularly requests it - either email or postal address details required.

Can I get more information on the project?

Yes - if you wish to obtain more information about the research project I would be happy to supply it.

My details: Paul Darby, MSc. Information Management 2010/11, c/o Sheffield University I-School, Regent Court, 211 Portobello Street, Sheffield, S1 4DP, tel. 01246 268962, email: PADarby2@sheffield.ac.uk
Project supervisor: Dr. Paul Clough, Sheffield University I-School, Regent Court, 211 Portobello Street, Sheffield, S1 4DP, tel. 0114 222 2664, email: p.d.clough@sheffield.ac.uk
Is the project within recognised ethical guidelines?

Yes - the project has been ethically approved by the University of Sheffield I-School's ethics review procedure.

And if I'm happy to participate ...?

Simply email me PADarby2@sheffield.ac.uk to say you're willing to participate and I'll send the questionnaire out to you.

Fill in the questionnaire and return it at your own convenience - preferably before the end of August please.

                                                  Many Thanks!

Paul Darby
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